Morpeth Road School

The school was built by J & W Simpson of Blyth (still in Blyth today as builders) starting in 1909 and officially opened in 1910.  About this time the nearest school in this area was closed (the Cowpen Colliery School where the Sports Centre is now).  The children from this school went to the new Morpeth Road School.

The foundation stones for the new school were laid by Mr J. Dunn and the Rev. Peter Peace (Waterloo Presbyterian Church).  Mr Barron, who presided over the ceremony, said that the school would cost £11,000 and provide accommodation for 750 scholars.

Saturday 25 July 1914

The first children’s gala under the auspices of the Cowpen Colliery employees, was held on Saturday the 25th July, in the large field opposite the Princess Louise Road School, Blyth, where St. Wilfrid’s Roman Catholic Middle School now stands.  Over 2,000 children which attended Morpeth Road School, Cowpen Quay School, Newsham School, Crofton School, and the Plessey Road School assembled early in the afternoon at Morpeth Road School.  The large procession, headed by the Cowpen Colliery Workmen’s Prize Brass Band, marched via Disraeli Street, Regent Street, Turner Street, and Waterloo Road to the gala ground, where a free tea was provided for the children in the field.  The Blyth Athletic Club gave an exhibition of gymnastics, and in the evening a number of sporting events were held for the children, but owing to the large number of entries some of the events were carried over to be run on the following Monday night.  During the afternoon and evening selections of music would be played by the Cowpen Colliery Band, and an enjoyable day was brought to a close with a dance in the marquee in the field.

By November 1914 most of the Blyth schools were being used for the billeting of troops, amongst these was Morpeth Road School.  The children did not object as they had a longer summer holiday than normal until other places could be found for them.  The troops in the schools suffered from an outbreak of Scarlet Fever but by May 1915, the schools had been vacated by the military and sprayed with formalin to disinfect them.  The School re-opened on May 10 1915.

By the winter of 1915, the military again took over two schools, on of which was Morpeth Road School.  This meant that the children had to go onto half-time education.  They shared time with the National School in Bowes Street, Blyth (Argos today).  It appears that they attended in the morning and had the afternoons off.

A letter in the Blyth News of 1917 from an old soldier, regarding allotments gives an idea of the surrounding area of the school at this time.

BN & WT. Thursday 5th April 1917.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Allotments.

(To the Editor of the “Blyth News.”)

Sir, – An old soldier wishful to fill in his spare time in helping to produce food for the nation, I applied for an allotment but have not received any information concerning same.  I would like to know why it is that from the N.E.R. Engine Sheds to the Morpeth Road Schools (practically virgin soil) is lying dormant, while hundreds of men like myself would only be too delighted to cultivate it, if split up into allotments. Perhaps the Blyth Council will be able to enlighten me on the matter. – Yours, etc., AN ENQUIRER.


Blyth, April 4th, 1917.

The engine sheds mentioned were on the site of what is now the Blyth Community Hospital and Medical Centre.

In September 1974 the school became Morpeth Road First School catering for approximately 350 pupils aged from 5 to 9 years old.

Notes for a history of the school by Gordon Smith 2010.
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What it looks like today

The next picture will be of the new school build, which will be around late autumn 2011


Picture to come when new school is built








