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DECISION DAY  

 

Only half way through Year 11 and already the question is hanging in the air, 

òWhat should I do after my GCSEs?ó 

There are a number of choices but the decision made will have a profound 

influence on the rest of your life and so careful consideration should be given 

to this question.  We are all aware that you need qualifications to get on in 

life, more so now given the current economic situation.  I believe that the 

correct choice for the vast majority of Year 11 students is to stay on in 

school and study for Level 3 courses. 

Why The Blyth School Community College?  There are a number of reasons 

but chief among them is the continuity of learning you will enjoy here; 

studying the subjects you wish to do, studying with your friends you have 

known all your school life, studying with teachers you already know, studying 

in an environment you are familiar with, studying in your school and not 

having to make new friends and get used to a new way of working in a strange 

environment miles away from home. 

There are new opportunities available to you in school, you will study the 

subjects you choose; you will have a study room and computer room available 

only to the Sixth Form; you will have the opportunity to become a prefect; 

you will have study periods on your timetable; there will be a more relaxed 

relationship with the teachers who will treat you as young adults; there will be 

a different school uniform to the one you have had for the last three years. 

However, there are also expectations we will put upon you in your time in 

the Sixth Form.  We will expect you to attend all lessons on time and be fully 

prepared for that particular lesson.  We will expect you to do all the 

homework on time and to a good 

standard.  We will expect you to study away 

from school and not just do the work in the 

lesson.  We will expect you to succeed! 

 

Mr D Lavan  

Head of Sixth Form 
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REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum entry qualifications  

GCSE qualifications normally needed are as follows:  

¶ A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12. 

¶ A minimum of 4 grade Cs for Level 3 BTEC qualifications. 

¶ At least grade B at GCSE in subjects which a student wishes to study at A Level. Where the subject 

was not available at GCSE, any comparable subjects are taken into account.  

¶ A minimum of Grade C in English  

In Year 12 a minimum of 4 AS Levels must be studied as well as mandatory extra subjects. 

A minimum number of taught and study hours must be undertaken by all students and this number will be 

agreed each academic year. 

 

Progression  

Progression from AS to full A Level in a particular subject is dependent on satisfactory completion of the 

Year 12 course. A minimum pass E grade must be attained in a subject at AS in Year 12 in order that a 

student may progress to Year 13.  A minimum of 3 A2 courses must be studied in Year 13. 

 

No student will be allowed to repeat Year 12 or Year 13. 

 

Offer of Places  

Å Following the applications process, students will receive an offer, subject to meeting minimum entry 

 requirements. 

Å All students are required to take part in an induction programme towards the end of the summer 

 term, prior to commencement of their studies in the following September.  

Å All students are required to sign a Sixth Form Code of Conduct on entry to the Sixth Form.  

 

Attendance and Conduct  

Å A minimum attendance figure of 95% is required throughout Sixth Form. Should attendance fall below 

 this figure for a student, a review will be triggered. 

Å Reviews may be called at any time should there be any concern regarding progress and/or conduct. 
 

 



POST 16 EDUCATION 

Post 16 Aims... 

¶ To provide a broad curriculum with a wide 

choice of courses. 

¶ To allow students the opportunity to study 

both academic and vocational courses. 

¶ To ensure there are progression 

opportunities into Post 16 Education for 

students of all ability levels. 

¶ To provide high quality teaching. 

¶ To create a learning environment where 

students are encouraged to study and use 

their non-contact time in a suitable way. 

¶ To create an ethos where all students feel 

valued and cared for. 

¶ To encourage students to have high 

aspirations and be knowledgeable about the 

benefits of Higher Education. 

¶ To support students in making informed 

and effective applications to University. 

¶ To monitor every studentõs progress and 

report regularly to parents. 

¶ To ensure students have access to top 

quality careers advice. 

 

òThe 

atmosphere is 

good, all my 

friends are 

hereó 

òThe support 

is far superior 

to that given 

at Collegeó 

òWe are 

treated 

like adultsó 
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  POST 16 EDUCATION    

òHelp is provided every step of the 

way, from progression into Sixth 

Form, to help getting into 

Universityó 

Tom Barton 

Sixth Form Prefect 

òSixth Form gives us an element of 

freedom that was not given to us in 

the lower yearsó 

Beth Lawson 

Sixth Form Prefect 

òThere are specific staff who invest a 

lot of time in us, so we can plan our 

futuresó 

òSettling into Sixth Form is so easy, 

because you know everything about 

the school alreadyó 

òThereõs a great selection of subjects 

and departments filled with teachers 

who are really passionate about what 

they teachó 

Student Council  
9ŀŎƘ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ¢ǳǘƻǊ DǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  

wŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ tǊŜŦŜŎǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜŦŜŎǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ hǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ 

ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ {ƛȄǘƘ 

CƻǊƳ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  

ò The Sixth Form is a fantastic 

opportunity for students to learn in 

a familiar environment with 

teachers they knowó 
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LEAVER DESTINATIONS 2011 
 Amy  Batch University of Sunderland English & Creative Writing 

Charlotte Bayliss University of Sunderland English 

Rebecca Bradford University of Sunderland     English Language & Linguistics 

Daniel Drydon University of Sunderland     Psychology 

Rachelle Fallon University of Newcastle Biochemistry 

Christopher Ferguson Sheffield Hallam University Games Software Development 

Chloe Fisher University of Sunderland History 

Stacey Gray               Manchester Met University               Language (German) 

Jack Hedley Northumbria University Mathematics 

Kin On Ho Teesside University Chemistry 

Darren Hull       Northumbria University Mathematics 

Emma Humphreys Edge Hill University Early Years Practice 

Scott Lillico University of Newcastle Mathematics &  Statistics 

Elizabeth May University of Sunderland     Law & Psychology 

Naomi Mellon   University of Newcastle Computer Science 

Jack Patterson     University of Sunderland Mechanical Engineering 

Samuel Petyt    Newcastle College         Graphic Design 

Nikki Reay Northumbria University Childhood Studies 

Andrew Self                   University of Sunderland Law 

Briony Smith Northumbria University Geography  & Environments 

James Whitehouse Northumbria University Games Programming 

Danielle  Wilkinson University of Sunderland     Advertising & Design 
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Academic - Scholarly and intellectual (rather than 

practical). 

Vocational - Designed to educate for a particular 

career or type of career. 

Post 16 qualifications - Sixth Form exams and 

certificates. 

Key skills - Numeracy, communication, ICT, personal 

and social skills. 

Progression route - The stages that a student would 

expect to go on to, if successful at the present stage. 

Higher Education - The next stage after Advanced 

Level Courses - usually Degree courses. 

Intermediate - The middle level, particularly one year 

courses, equivalent to GCSE at grades C and above. 

Advanced - The higher level of Sixth Form courses, 

including 2 year advanced GNVQ & A Level. 

Syllabus- An Exam Boardõs details of exactly what is 

required to gain a qualification. 

Continuing Education - Education which students 

choose to continue after compulsory schooling ends 

at 16, including Sixth Form and adult courses. 

A Level - Advanced Level GCE academic courses. 

AS Level - Advanced Subsidiary, the new name for a 

new course which is similar to the first half of the old 

A Level. 

A2 - The second year after AS - the new name for a 

new course which is similar to the second half of the 

old A Level. 

BTEC First Diploma - A BTEC First Diploma is a 

practical, work related course, covering 6 Projects/

Assignments that are based on realistic work place 

situations. The course is equivalent to 4 GCSEs 

grades A* - C. 

BTEC National Award - A BTEC National Award is a 

practical, work related course, covering 6 Projects/

Assignments that are based on realistic work place 

situations. Students will focus on a particular subject 

area and develop a range of skills and knowledge. 

The course is equivalent to one A Level and graded 

Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

BTEC National Certificate - A BTEC National 

Certificate is a practical, work related course, 

covering 12 assignments that are based on realistic 

work place situations. Students will focus on a 

particular subject area and develop a range of skills 

and knowledge. The course is equivalent to one A 

Level and graded Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

Applied A Levels - They provide a broad introduction 

to a vocational area in an applied context and let 

students gain an understanding of a vocational sector. 

Equivalent to one or two A Levels, depending on the 

particular course taken. 

Option Blocks - A number of courses which will be 

timetabled at the same time. These are not fixed yet 

and could change, according to the popularity of the 

combinations. When they are fixed, a student will 

only be able to take one course from each option 

block, making a maximum total of 4 courses. 

SIXTH FORM GLOSSARY 
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ENGLISH  
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In this section: 

¶ English Literature 

¶ English Language 



What is the course content in Year 12? 

The course comprises the study of Victorian 

Literature. Assessment will be via a combination of 

Coursework(40%) and a terminal exam(60%). The 

exam will be a 2 hour òopen bookó paper . The 

coursework will be a Creative Study response on 

two texts, one on a prose text, one on a drama text. 

This course is ideal if you enjoy reading and 

discussing writersõ themes and concerns. There will 

be lots of opportunities for you to swap ideas with 

your peers, and your own opinions will always be 

valued. 

Wide reading is an essential element of this course, 

and you will be given guidance as to which books are 

both useful and enjoyable. 

What will I study in Year 12? 

You will study a range of texts of all genres from the 

Victorian era.  

The exam response will be on key poems of Thomas 

Hardy, one of the most famous poets and novelists of 

the time. You will be required to read a range of 

texts from the period as personal study, and be able 

to answer a question on  an unseen extract , showing 

awareness of its context in terms of the Victorian 

age. 

The Coursework gives students the opportunity to 

read classic novels and drama texts of the period. 

òTess of the DõUrbervillesó, òPygmalionó and          

òA Dollõs Houseó have proved very popular. 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in English. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

There are many opportunities to pursue further education, or go straight into the working environment with a 

qualification in English Literature. It is considered by Colleges, Universities and Employers as a prestigious 

academic subject. You can go on to take a Degree. 

Career opportunities include:-Education, Journalism, Writing, Media, Theatre. 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

The course is entitled òLove Through the Agesó. 

Students will study a range of texts including Poetry, 

Prose and Drama from Chaucer to the present day 

on the theme of Love. 

Assessment will be via a combination of Coursework 

(20% of A Level) and a terminal exam (30% of A 

Level). The exam will be a 2 hour 30 minutes òclosed 

bookó response. The Coursework comprises an 

extended Essay and Shakespeare Study, a 

comparative essay of approximately 3000 words. 

As you can imagine, this is a very popular course, and 

both male and female students can reflect on 

romantic, patriotic, platonic and family love. 

The exam will consist of two questions involving 

unprepared extracts and wider reading on the theme 

of òLove through the Ages.ó 

What will I study in Year 13? 

You will study a range of texts from all genres and 

historical periods on the theme of Love . 

There is ample opportunity to read both popular 

classics such as òPride and Prejudiceó, òThe 

Importance of Being Earnestó and current bestsellers 

like òEnduring Loveó or òThe Girl with the Pearl 

Earringó. Your own wide reading will form an integral 

part of the course. 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  

9 ENGLISH LITERATURE LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 



What is the course content in Year 12?  

ENGB1 Examination;  

Å Grouping Texts 

Å Language and Social Contexts 

ENGB2 Coursework (Creating Texts) 

 

 

 

What will I study in Year 12? 

You will study specialist Linguistic Methods such as 

Pragmatics, Semantics, Phonology and Discourse. We 

discover that language is used in a variety of ways 

depending on gender, levels of power, occupation 

and in technologies. You will also learn that language 

can influence the way we perceive different groups 

and social contexts. In Year 12, students get the 

opportunity to create their own portfolios of 

powerful  writing (Creating Texts) using the Linguistic 

Methods they have studied. 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in English. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

This course can lead onto Degree Courses in English Language, Linguistics, Education, Marketing, Politics or 

Journalism. A strong qualification in this subject can lead to a broad field of careers where skills in analysis, 

investigation and communication are desirable. 

 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

ENGB 3 Examination; 

Å Language Development 

 ENGB 4 Coursework (Language Investigation)   

 

 

 

 

What will I study in Year 13? 

You will study Language Acquisition in children; how 

they learn and develop both spoken and written 

language. You will look at the factors that have 

influenced the development of the English language 

and the technologies which continue that 

development. You will conduct your own primary 

research into areas of language usage which interest 

you. This Language Investigation is similar to the 

work students carry out at degree level.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

10 ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 



MATHEMATICS 
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In this section: 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Further Mathematics 



What is the course content in Year 12? 

3 Modules: Pure Core 1, Pure Core 2 and one Applied Module 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

3 Modules: Pure Core 3, Pure Core 4 and one Applied Module 

The courses above include: 

¶ Using knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and techniques in a variety of contexts 

¶ Mathematical arguments 

¶ Using knowledge of standard mathematical models 

¶ Using contemporary calculator technology and other permitted resources accurately and efficiently. 

What will I study ? 

Å Algebra and Functions 

Å Sequences and Series 

Å Trigonometry 

Å Exponentials and Logarithms 

Å Differentiation 

Å Integration Roots of Polynomials 

The aims of the course are  

Å To develop understanding of mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that promotes 

 confidence and fosters enjoyment, develop abilities to reason logically and extend range of 

 mathematical skills and techniques and use them in more difficult unstructured problems.  

Å To use mathematics as an effective means of communication.  

Å To be aware of the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study, to the world of work and to 

 society in general and take increasing responsibility for your own learning and the evaluation of your 

 own mathematical development. 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in Maths. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Mathematics or related courses in Higher 

Education.  Advanced Level Mathematics forms one the pathways into Engineering, Business, Accountancy 

and Law. 

MATHEMATICS  

12 MATHEMATICS LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 



FURTHER MATHEMATICS  

13 FURTHER MATHEMATICS LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 

What is the course content in Year 12? 

3 Modules: Further Pure Core 1, Further Pure Core 2 and one Further  Applied Module 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

3 Modules: Further Pure Core 3, Further  Pure Core 4 and one Further Applied Module 

The courses above include: 

¶ Using knowledge of mathematical facts, concepts and techniques in a variety of contexts 

¶ Mathematical arguments 

¶ Using knowledge of standard mathematical models 

¶ Using contemporary calculator technology and other permitted resources accurately and efficiently. 

What will I study ? 

The aims of the course are  

Å To develop understanding of mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that promotes  

 confidence and fosters enjoyment, develop abilities to reason logically and extend range of  

 mathematical skills and techniques and use them in more difficult unstructured problems.  

Å To use mathematics as an effective means of communication.  

Å To be aware of the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study, to the world of work and to 

 society in general and take increasing responsibility for your own learning and the evaluation of your 

 own mathematical development. 

  

¶ Algebra and Functions 

Å Sequences and Series 

Å Trigonometry 

Å Exponentials and Logarithms 

Å Differentiation 

¶ Integration Roots of Polynomials 

¶ Roots and Coefficients of a Quadratic Equation 

¶ Vectors and Three-Dimensional Coordinate 

Geometry 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a A grade in Maths. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

This course is frequently a requirement for the study of Mathematics or related courses in Higher 

Education.  Further Mathematics forms one the pathways into Engineering, Business, Accountancy and 

Law. 
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SCIENCE 

In this section: 

¶ Biology 

¶ Chemistry 

¶ Physics 

¶ BTEC Science 

  



 BIOLOGY LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 

 

 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B in Double Science and C in 

Maths. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

Biological Science degree, Medicine, Dentistry, Ecology, Biomedical Sciences, Veterinary Science, Nursing, 

Physiotherapy, Sports Industry and many others. 

Employment in the Health Sector, Animal Welfare, Conservation, Education. 

BIOLOGY  

15 
What is the course content in Year 12? 

AS Biology - The course has three units: 

Unit 1 - Biology and Disease 

Unit 2 - The Variety of Living Organisms 

Unit 3 - Practical and Investigative Skills 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

A2 Biology - The course has three units: 

Unit 4 - Populations and Environment 

Unit 5 - Control in Cells and Organisms 

Unit 6 - Practical and Investigative Skills 

What will I study in Year 12? 

Å Physiology of the heart, lungs and digestive 

 systems  

Å Cell structure and ways of studying cells 

Å Cell Biochemistry, including enzymes  

Å Pathology of disease including heart and lung 

 diseases  

Å Pathogens, specifically Cholera 

Å Immunity and monoclonal antibodies 

Å Variation and its causes 

Å Classification  

Å Diversity 

Å DNA structure and function 

Å Cell cycle 

Å Gas exchange, surface area, blood system 

Å Transport of water in plants 

What will I study in Year 13? 

Å Populations and ecosystems 

Å Nutrient cycles 

Å Succession 

Å Inheritance and genetics 

Å Population genetics 

Å ATP, photosynthesis and respiration 

Å Genetic code, gene mutation and gene 

 regulation 

Å DNA technology 

Å Survival and response, control of heart rate 

Å Coordination - nervous system and 

 homeostasis, muscle contraction 

Å Control of oestrus 

  

  



What is the course content in Year 12? 

¶ Unit 1, CHEM1, Foundation Chemistry 

¶ Unit 2, CHEM2, Chemistry In Action 

¶ Unit 3, CHEM3, Investigative and Practical Skills 

in AS Chemistry 

What is the course content in Year 13? 

¶ Unit 4, CHEM4, Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic 

Chemistry 

¶ Unit 5, CHEM5, Energetics, Redox and 

Inorganic Chemistry 

¶ Unit 6, CHEM6, Investigative and Practical Skills 

in A2 Chemistry 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B in Double Science and B in 

Maths. 

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

Chemistry has been called the central, useful and creative science - central because it underpins many other 

disciplines such as Biology, Environmental Science and Materials Science. It is also a prerequisite for Medicine 

and Veterinary Science. As well as, Pharmaceuticals, Oceanography, Software Design, Space Exploration, 

Forensic Science and Biotechnology to name but a few.  

What is the course content in Year 13? 

Unit 1: 

¶ Fundamental particles of atomic structure 

¶ Amounts of substances in relation to chemistry 

and chemical equations 

¶ Bonding between and within molecules 

¶ Introduction of basic Organic Chemistry 

Unit 1 accounts for 33 1/3% of the total AS marks. 

Unit 2: 

¶ Investigations into chemical kinetics and 

energetic 

¶ Further studies of Organic chemistry  

¶ Redox reactions and some of the trends shown 

by the chemical groups 

Unit 2 accounts for 46 2/3% of the total AS marks.  

Unit 3: Is an internally assessed practical aspect to the 

course and accounts for 20% of the total AS marks. 

Allowing students to carry out experimental activities 

in order to develop their practical skills which are set 

in contexts appropriate to, and reflect the demand of, 

the AS content.  

What will I study in Year 13? 

 Unit 4: 

¶ Acids, bases and buffer solutions 

¶ Changes in pH during titrations 

¶ The study of organic chemistry 

¶ How to determine the molecular formulae and 

structures of organic compounds 

Unit 5: 

¶ Ideas of reaction kinetics and equilibria  

¶ Redox chemistry  

Unit 6: 

Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Chemistry. 

This module allows students to carry out 

experimental and investigative activities in order to 

develop their practical skills. Experimental and 

investigative activities are set in contexts appropriate 

to, and reflect the demand of, the A2 content.  

CHEMISTRY 

CHEMISTRY LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 16 
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The Physics course is designed to encourage students to: 

Å Progress smoothly from previous GCSE studies in Physics  

Å Develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of the principles of Physics  

Å Gain hands-on practical skills and data analysis skills  

Å Appreciate how science works and its relevance beyond the laboratory  

 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B in Double Science and B in 

Maths. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

After studying Physics you can go on to a career in Science or Engineering and as employers appreciate the 

potential of workers who are highly numerate and able to use abstract, logical thinking to solve problems in 

areas as diverse as Finance and Engineering. Physics students are able to enter many diverse careers.  

 

PHYSICS  

PHYSICS LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: AQA 

What is the course content in Year 12? 

At AS the course introduces new topics as well as 

building on previous studies in Physics. The AS theory 

units look at ideas of: Particles, Quantum Phenomena 

and Electricity as well as Mechanics, Materials and 

Waves. There is also an examination to test 

Investigative and Practical Skills.  

What is the course content in Year 13? 

At A2, this course builds on AS Physics and includes 

an optional topic. The main areas of study are 

Electric, Gravitational and Magnetic Fields, Further 

Mechanics, Nuclear Physics, Thermodynamics. There 

is also a second examination to test Investigative and 

Practical Skills.  

What will I study in Year 12? 

In Year 12 you will study Electricity, Particle Physics 

and Quantum Theory, as well as Mechanics, Material 

Properties and the Wave Nature of Light.  

 

 

  

What will I study in Year 13? 

In Year 13 you will study further Mechanics, different 

types of fields, Nuclear Energy, Thermal Physics and 

Kinetic Theory of Gases. This is followed up by 

studying an optional topic, either Medical Physics, 

Astrophysics, Further Physics or turning points in 

Physics. 

 



 

   

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 4 grade Cs for Level 3 BTEC qualifications. 

 What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

BTEC Nationals are QCF Level 3 qualifications designed to provide highly specialist work-related 

qualifications in a range of vocational sectors such as Science Technicians, Nursing, Health sector. They give 

learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare for employment and through to 

higher education, degree and professional development programmes. 

BTEC SCIENCE 

18 BTEC SCIENCE LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: Edexcel 

What is the course content? 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Certificate in Applied Science is a 30-credit and 180-guided-learning-hour (GLH) 

qualification that consists of 3 mandatory units that provide for a combined total of 30 credits. 

1 Fundamentals of Science  

2 Working in the Science Industry  

3 Scientific Practical Techniques  

The BTEC Level 3 Certificate offers a specialist qualification that focuses on particular aspects of 

employment within the appropriate vocational sector. The BTEC Level 3 Certificate is broadly equivalent to 

one GCE AS Level.  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science is a 60-credit and 360-guided-learning-hour 

(GLH) qualification that consists of 3 mandatory units plus 3 optional units from a choice of 13 that provide 

for a combined total of 60 credits (where at least 45 credits must be at Level 3 or above). 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma extends the specialist work-related focus from the BTEC Level 3 

Certificate and covers the key knowledge and practical skills required in the appropriate vocational sector.  

It is broadly equivalent to one GCE A Level. 

 

 

 

  

  



19 

 ICT & BUSINESS 

In this section: 

¶ Applied ICT 

¶ Computing 

¶ Applied Business 



What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in ICT.  

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

The qualification lays a suitable foundation to enter Degree or HND courses or directly into employment. 

ICT can, along with your other A Levels, be an avenue to a diverse range of courses. Past students have 

gone on to University to study Computer Science, Accountancy, Law, Education, Sports and Leisure Culture, 

English, Medicine and ICT. 

If University is not your chosen pathway ICT is a skill recognised and desired by potential employers and as 

such puts you in a very marketable position. 
 

APPLIED ICT 
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What is the course content in Year 12? 

Candidates must complete two units of study, successful completion of the two units in Year 12 will result in 

certification to AS Level at the end of that academic year.  

The course is an exciting mix of practical tasks using the computer and the underlying theory. It aims to 

equip students with a range of skills to help them when working with ICT in the future.  The two units focus 

on analysing how different types of organisations currently use ICT to carry out their functions. Students will 

have the opportunity to develop their skills with office software, whilst also looking at the use ICT hardware 

and digital devices, such as smart phones and  laptops and how they can be best utilised in a working 

environment.   

What is the course content in Year 13? 

Students may build on their success and further their ICT skills through Year 13 by completing a further two  

units of study.  The eStudio unit focuses on using ICT to create a promotional marketing campaign for a new 

product.  Students will use graphics and multimedia authoring software to make a range of on screen and 

paper based promotional items.  The eProject unit is based around students developing and applying their 

project management skills, in order to solve problems and manage the stages of their project development 

cycle. 

What will I study in Year 12? 

Å eBusiness 

¶ eSkills 

 

 

 

 

What will I study in Year 13? 

¶ eProject 

¶ eStudio 

 

APPLIED ICT LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: WJEC 



What is the course content in Year 12? 

A Level Computing encourages you to develop a broad range of skills and knowledge of computational 

theory; including hardware and software, networking and computer architecture as well as programming 

languages such as Visual Basic. 

Candidates must complete two units of study and successful completion of the two units in Year 12 will 

result in certification to AS Level at the end of that academic year.  

What is the course content in Year 13? 

Students build upon the two units studied in Year 12 by studying two further units that develop the skills and 

theories they have learned at AS Level. Students are assessed by completing a written examination on 

computational theory, as well as creating a programming solution to a problem of their choice. 

 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 4 grade Cs for Level 3 BTEC qualifications, including a B grade in Maths. 

   

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

The qualification is ideal for students who wish to progress onto studying computing-related fields in higher 

education, such as Software Engineering, Games Design or Computer Science.   The course is also suitable 

for those who want to move into employment in a computer-related technical capacity, such as a 

Programmer or Network Manager. 

 

 

What will I study in Year 12? 

Å Computing Theory - This unit introduces you to computational theory including things such as 

 algorithms and programming, networking, systems analysis and hardware. 

Å Computing Extended Task - This unit requires you to design and develop a computational program 

 that gives a solution to a given problem. 

 

What will I study in Year 13? 

Å Computing Theory 2 - This unit builds on the AS units and further develops your understanding of 

 software, system development cycles and data and applications. 

Å Computing Extended Project - This unit requires the candidate to analyse, design, implement, test and 

 evaluate a computer solution to a substantial problem of their own choice. 

COMPUTING 
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What is the course content in Year 12? 

Candidates must complete a total of three units of study and successful completion of the three units in Year 

12 will result in certification to AS Level at the end of that academic year.  

Business Studies A Level gives students a great start in becoming a business person by providing a broad 

introduction to the Business sector. All the key topics are covered and armed with this knowledge anything 

is possible. This could be working for a corporation or running a business from home.  

What is the course content in Year 13? 

Students may build on their success and further their Business Studies skills through Year 13 by completing a 

further three units of study. 

 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a C in Maths, B in Business Studies.  

  

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

Progression through Advanced Level will provide a suitable basis for further study in related subjects in 

Higher Education as well as a valuable preparation for careers in any area of business. 

What will I study in Year 12? 

Å Investigating Business 

Å People in Business 

Å Financial Planning and Monitoring 

 

What will I study in Year 13? 

Å Managing People 

Å Financial Accounts 

Å Business Planning. 

  

  

APPLIED BUSINESS 
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In this section: 

¶ Art & Design 

¶ Art & Design (Fashion & 

Clothing) 

¶ Design & Technology 

¶ Design & Technology (Food 

Technology) 
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ART & TECHNOLOGY 



ART & DESIGN LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: Edexcel  

This is a one or two year vocational course for those interested in working within Art & Design as a career 

and/or as an additional area of interest. To complete the course you will be required to achieve 30 unit 

credits in Year 12 and a further 30 unit credits in Year 13. 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 12? 

You will work towards the completion of 

coursework units covering some of the following 

topics: 

Å Visual recording in Art & Design 

Å Materials, techniques and processes in Art & 

 Design 

Å Drawing from observation 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 13? 

Year 12 work can be extended into Year 13 by 

covering some of the following units: 

Å Communication through Art & Design 

Å Ideas and concepts in Art & Design 

Å Design principles in Art & Design 

Å Painting in Fine Art 

ART & DESIGN  
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What are the entry requirements for these subjects? 

 A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in Art. 

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art & Design or Degrees in Fine Art, Fashion, Textiles, Graphic Design, 

Interior Design or 3D Design. 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 12? 

You will work towards the completion of 

coursework units covering some of the following 

topics: 

¶ Visual recording in Art & Design 

¶ Materials, techniques and processes in Art & 

Design 

¶ Garment production 

  

  

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 13? 

Year 12 work can be extended into Year 13 by 

covering some of the following units: 

Å Communication through Art & Design 

Å Ideas and concepts in Art & Design 

Å Pattern construction for fashion and clothing 

Å Production techniques for fashion and clothing 

Å Pattern development for fashion and clothing 

Å Accessory production 

ART & DESIGN (FASHION & CLOTHING)  

LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: Edexcel  

This is a one or two year vocational course for those interested in working within Fashion and Textiles as a 

career and/or as an additional area of interest. To complete the course you will be required to achieve 30 

unit credits in Year 12 and a further 30 unit credits in Year 13. 



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY LEVEL: 3  EXAM BOARD: AQA  

 This is a one or two year course. Design & Technology encourages students to take a broad 

view of Design & Technology developing capacity to design and make products and to appreciate the 

complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and marketing. 

Within Design & Technology you can specialise in one or two specialist areas: 

¶ Product Design and/or Systems & Control 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 12? 

In Year 12 you will be expected to successfully 

complete two units as follows: 

Å Unit 1 - Materials, Components and 

 Application (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

Å Unit 2 - Learning Through Designing and 

 Making (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 13? 

In Year 13 you will be expected to successfully 

complete a further two units as follows: 

Å Unit 3 - Design and Manufacture (25% of A 

 Level) 

Å Unit 4 - Design and Making Practice (25% of A 

 Level) 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (FOOD TECHNOLOGY)  
 LEVEL: 3  EXAM BOARD: AQA  

What are the entry requirements for these subjects? 

A minimum of 5 grade Cs for four A Level subjects in Year 12, including a B grade in an appropriate 

Technology subject. 

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

Design Technology: can lead to further study at degree level in 3D Product Design, Graphic Design, 

Architecture and Furniture Design, and Engineering. 

Food Technology: These courses can lead to further study at degree level in Food Science, Food 

Management, Food & Nutrition. 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 12? 

In Year 12 you will be expected to successfully 

complete two units as follows: 

Å Unit 1 - Materials, Components and 

 Application (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

Å Unit 2 - Learning Through Designing and 

 Making (50% of AS, 25% of A Level) 

This will cover topics such as Food Materials and 

Components, Design and Market Influences, Food 

Processes and Manufacture, Food Safety & Hygiene 

What is the course content and what will I study in 

Year 13? 

In Year 13 you will be expected to successfully 

complete a further two units as follows: 

Å Unit 3 - Design and Manufacture (25% of A 

 Level) 

Å Unit 4 - Design and Making Practice (25% of A 

 Level) 

This will cover topics such as Application of Food 

Science, Nutritional Principles, Issues affecting the 

design of new food products 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
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Social Sciences: 

¶ BTEC Hospitality 

¶ BTEC Health & Social Care 

¶ CACHE Childcare and Education 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 



BTEC Hospitality (Level 3) LEVEL: 3 EXAM BOARD: Edexcel  

 

This is a one or two year vocational course for those interested in working within the field of Hospitality 

and/or Catering. It aims to equip you with a range of skills, knowledge and experiences, which will develop 

your understanding, ability and confidence when working within Hospitality and Catering. To complete the 

course you will be required to achieve 30 unit credits in Year 12 and a further 30 unit credits in Year 13. 

What are the entry requirements? 

A minimum of 4 grade Cs for Level 3 BTEC qualifications . 

  

What can I do at the end of the course, progression and career opportunities? 

Foundation Degree in Catering & Hospitality, Degrees in Hospitality Management, Event Management, 

Hospitality & Tourism, Catering Operations. 

  

  

What is the course content and what will I study in Year 12? 

You will work towards the completion of coursework units covering some of the following topics: 

Å The hospitality industry 

Å Food and drinks service 

Å Providing customer service 

Å Contemporary world food 

What is the course content and what will I study in Year 13? 

Year 12 work can be extended into Year 13 by covering some of the following units: 

Å Principles of supervising customer service 

Å European food 

Å Asian food 

Å Food service organisation 

Å Principles of food safety supervision 

HOSPITALITY 
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